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State constitutions often vest in the highest court of the state original jurisdiction to issue writs,! including the common-law 


writs of habeas corpus,” mandamus,’ prohibition, or quo warranto.> 


A state court of criminal appeals has authority to issue such remedial and original writs as are necessary to give it a general 


superintendence and control of the circuit courts in criminal matters, over which it has exclusive appellate jurisdiction.° 


The jurisdiction granted to the highest court by such a constitutional provision may not be exclusive but concurrent with that of 
other courts also authorized to issue such writs.’ In this regard, the state's highest court may reserve its exercise of original writ 


jurisdiction for cases which require its specific or immediate attention.® Thus, the highest court may decline original jurisdiction 
and transfer or dismiss writ petitions which raise substantial issues of fact or present individualized issues that do not require 
immediate resolution by that court or are not the type of case in which an opinion from the highest state court would provide 


important guiding principles for the other state courts.” 
All writs provision of state constitution permitting the state supreme court to issue all writs necessary to the complete exercise 


of its jurisdiction does not constitute a separate source of original or appellate jurisdiction; rather, it operates as an aid to the 


court in exercising its ultimate jurisdiction conferred elsewhere in the constitution. i 
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The Supreme Court's exercise of original jurisdiction under the rule providing for the exercise of authority to issue writs and its 


general superintending authority, rests solely within the Court's discretion. Colo. App. R. 21. People In Interest of B.B.A.M., 
2019 CO 103, 453 P.3d 1161 (Colo. 2019). 
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